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deity. These so-called heathens knew as well as we do, that their ancient names were imperfect and unworthy of the deity, and though every new attempt proved but a new failure, yet the very attempts are creditable, and if we consider the time and the circumstances under which these struggles took place, there can hardly be a sight in the whole history of the human mind more strongly appealing to our sympathy, and more truly deserving of our most careful study. Some people may say, that all this lies behind us, but for that very reason that it lies behind us, it ought to make us look behind us ; that is to say, it ought to make us true historians, for after all, history is looking back, and while looking back on the past of the human race, reading in it our own history. Every one of us has had to pass through that very phase of thought through which the ancient Rishis passed when the early names and concepts of God were perceived to be too narrow, too human, too mythological.
Spirit.
As we had to learn, and have still to learn, that God is a spirit, the Vcdic Indians also spoke of the highest deity as Pr&wa, here no longer used in the sense of breath, but of spirit, as for instance, in a hymn of the Atharva-veda, XI. 4, addressed to Pr&?ia, where we read : * Pra?ia is the Lord of all that does and does not breathe ... Do not turn away from me, 0 Prfma, thou art no other than I.'
Let us translate PrUfta by Spirit or Divine Spirit, and this would read : * The Divine Spirit is Lord of all ... 0 Divine Spirit, do not turn away from me ; thou art no other than I.'